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JUDZRE KOITIN: on the record.

fhemgelveas.

Costa County Sheriff's Departmant.
District Attorney's ocEfice.

Manoukian.
MES. CROEN: ILisa Croen.

MR. TOM CROEN: Tom Croen.

MR. MOIXA: Jope Motta. Rueb.

Canvon ERoad.

Scotf byleski. D-¥-I-BE-3-EKE-I.

L

PROCEEDINOGHSES

DEYTECTIVE PAIH; Deltective Shawn Pate, Contra
MR. CLARK: William Clark, Contra Costa County

ME. MANCUEIAN: Dirk Manoukian., Rueb, ¥Motta &

ME. RCOBIN CROEN: FRobin Croen.

JUDGE RKOLIN: Mr. Clark, why don 't vou give us
the date and time, why we're here and where we are.

MR. CLARK: I-“ve lost the date. Cctober 15th.
1t's 10 after 9:00. We'xre at 1401 Willow Pass Road,
Suite 880, Concord, California. We‘re here to da a, a

play for a search warrant for the location 1050 Bunsaker

Ihe written affidavit is being printed out as we

speak. If£'s arrest warrant, arraigpment warrant for

aAnd the svidence will ipclude on the wish I1ist

related Lo a homicide and also wmisguse of credit card and

Evervbody intreduce

Motta & Maonoukian,

CCcC
000071
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credif information.

JUDCE FOLIN: &All right. So why domn‘t vou
sunmarize what we’'re doing here with this young man and,
Robin. apd then we'll! swear him in.

ME. CLARK: Robin Cxcen has come forward with
information related to the misuse of the credit card and
the possible related to the homicide.

He's going to testify before his honor under
path. He’'s been admonished on the Iimporfance of
testifying truthfully to all the guestions that wezxe
asked of him, he's aware of that. aware of the liakility
for pexrjury if he was to make false statements or to lile
in any way.

His wmother and father are present. His father
will also testlfy to some of the £acts in this case.

JUDGE KOLIN: There was an issue abont Fifth
dmendment privilega and travsactional immunity. Maybe
we can go over that and have hig attorney c¢omment if
necessary.

MR. CLAREK: {Certainly. His attorneys have

contacked our office. We'we goosulted. There has been

no written transactional immunity, but it’'s been agreed

between the parties and for the record hers he has

complete transaction immunity for all crimes that arise

from hilis inveolvement in this casge. &?I]

—

J—iHaRa.'m:maellz:ﬂLT .
|
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1 JUDGE XOIIN: Explain to him. this voung man, on
2| the record what Chat means.

3 MR. CLARK: 7You cannot be prosecubted for crimes

2} you committed related to this. 8¢ yOu can't he
51| prosecuted for misuse of the credit card. any kind of

g€ | theft related crimes oxr any crimes that resulted from

7| that.

g So exonerated from all crimes except for perjury.
9| You don't have transactional immunity for that.

id JUDGE ¥OLIN: So, Mr. Mancukian, you‘ve explaiﬁed
11 | to your client about self-incrimination?

12 ME. MANOUKIAN: I have, your Honor, explained it
13 | both to REeobin. who is a minor, aé well.as to his

14 | parents. I°ve answered any questions they bave abaout

15| that and having in mind his Fifth Amendment rights, he
16| is agreeing to go forward with his testimony as well as
17| his parents are in agreement with that decisinn and.

18 | obviously, that s based mostly if not cﬁmpletely in the
19| grant of transacticonal immunity offered by the District
20| Attorney's office and accepted by our client, Mr. Croen.
21 JUDGE KOLIN: All right. So I haven't seen the

221 search warrant or the arrest warrant or the arraignmant

23| warrant, haven't seen anything in writing, it's my

24} understanding you want to proceed by summarizing the
25} events and then  -- or do you wish to proceed with Rzﬁ%n
Cartified Sharmhand R:p-.:irters
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first?
MR. CLARE: I wouid rather proceed with Robin

with the sworn testimony. Give that foxward. I'm sure

thase decuments will be printed and we'll summarize the
events foxr vou.. His testimony probably could be
effective by giving you a summary of the facts.

JUDGE KOLTN: Young man, do you undexstapd what's
golng on here? |

ME. BOBIN CRGEH: Tes.

JUDGE KOLIN: Okay. My job is to determine
whether it‘s sufficient probable cause for a search
warrant, arrest warrant and anothér ¥ind of warxrrant
called arralgument warrant.

One of the things they re asking me to do is
asgegs your oredibility, meaning believability, as part
of the regueszt for the search warrant.

So I'm going to have the court reporter swear you
in. The District Attorney is going to ask yvou guestions
and then I may have guestions.

211 right? Do yvou understand? If yvou nsed ko
take a ]r_:J:‘eak',r let us kneow.

THE WEINESS: Okay. I understand.

JUDGE RKOLIN: 2and I'm not going to allow parents
to jump in or the attorneys to jump in. 1Ihis is a

search warrant and I'm going toe assess yourl credlbility

3

——
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1t basad on those statsements.
2 Okay? Ralse your riéht iand to be sworn.
3 -~oln--
v § ROBIN CROBM,
5 called as a witness, having first been duly
& sworn by ehe Shorthand Reporter to testify
7 the truth, the whole tzruth =2nd nothing but
g the truth, testified as follows:
2 EZAMYNATION BY
1¢ JUDGE KOIIN: Go ahead.
11 MER. CLAREK:
12 Q. kRobin, could you spell your full name for
i3 please?
14 A Robin., R-0-B3-I-N. Daniel Croen. {-R-0-E-N,
15 Q. Date of birth?
16 &. December 2nd, 1%533.
17 Q. . Where da you live?
18 A. I live in Walnput Creek, & Abbey Court.
12 JUDGE XKOLIN: Say that again.
Z0 I'EE WIINESS: & Abbey Court, Walnut Czeek,
21| A-B-B-E-Y, Cou;t-
22 JODGEE KOLIN: Walnut Creek.
23 TEE WITNESS: _ Uh-huhb.
24 ME. CLARK:
as <. Dﬁ'you go to school somewherea?
Certiffad Sharthand Reporters
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R Leoalanas.

2. What grade are you in?

A, I'm a2 junioxr.

Q. Give us your imterests in school just as a

.backgraund.

A I play for the Ultimate Frisbee team at
school which -- it's a two-team game like that‘s similar
to fookball and soccer. XI've a lot of friends in that,.

I‘m taking AP U.8. history. advanced placement
U.S. hisztory this vear as well as all the other required
courses. I have seven classes a day.

Q. Can wou give his honor the outleook of your
grades?

A. I think I have about a high B to mid-B
probably average.

Q. Have you ever heen arrested?

A. NG .

Q. Have youl ever been counseled by the police
for any crimes you may have committed?

A Nao.

Q. Ever had police come to vour house and,.
say, repori that veou'd committed a crime?

A. o .

| Q. are vou under the influence of aay
narcobics’? é&gr
! 1 Certified Shorthand Reporiecs
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000076



L

Case 3:06-cv-05751-WHA  Document 33-6  Filed 05/22/2007 Page 10 of 71

cce
000077

i a. Ho.

2 0. Do you use narcoblies?

3 A. I have before.

4 Q. O%ay. What narcotics have you nsed?

5 AL Marijuana.

& 0. Okay. When' = the last time you sroked

71 marijuana?

B A, Last weeskend.

9 o How often would you say yvou smoke

10| marijuana?
11 A, I have for the -- every weekend for the
12| past couple weeks .

13 Q. Okay. Now, do you know a Scott Dyleski?
14 Fi Yes,

15 2. Do you know how to spell his last name?
is 4, ¥esg. D-¥-L-E~-5-E~-T.

17 Q. Could yvou tell us about how old he is?

1a Al Ha's 1&,
19 0. How long have vou kmown Scobf?
20 A, As an acguaintance since the fifth grade,
21| close friends since eighth grade.
22 0. When vou =ay “close friend,“.can you give
23| us a littlie more "¢lose friends"?
24 A, Hung cut a lokt. He plays on the Frisbee
25 teaﬁ with me. Almost every weekend we'll end up duizg

| Certified Shorthand Rapurters

2321 Smnwell Drive = Capeced, A S45I0-4R08
P Bax 4107 » Coneord, CA 945344107

ST COX OGS a2 Thus AAEISY OO GO0

Zardorell lT
INC. .8

|| EEPORTING SEBRVICE.




L

Case 3:06-cv-05751-WHA  Document 33-6  Filed 05/22/2007 Page 11 of 71

1 | something. Tust close friends.

2 c. Does he dgo to your school ilso?

3 b Mot any more.

4 D, Did he attend school with you?

5 A. Yas. He got a GED and some kind of diploma

6 | throngh self-study in the summer affter sophomore yeaxr.

7 0. Do vou know whether he's going to school

2] right now?

g A. Ha's going to DVC.
10 Q. Can you describe Sceotk. how tall he is?
i1 i He'szs about five-six, short, dark brown

12 | hair. brown eves, prebty thin. but in shape.

13 0. okay. Does he have any hobbies?
12 A. " He i8 an artist. He paints and draws a
15 | lot. He's trylng to gef intoe sound mixing. sound

16 | editing and Ultimate Frisbee.

17 Q. Now. did yveu and Scott at some point become
18 | involved in attempting to use a stolen credit card or

19 ) credit card Information?

20 A. Yes.
21 0. Could vou tell us how that came about?
22 A. about Ewo monts age, he said to me thak he

23 | was fimnding or had found a ﬁay to find people’s card

24 | numbers on the Internet and that was when he first

CCC
000078

25 | brought it up. éf’?
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1 C. 0id you do anything other than ftalk abouk

2| it and to go forward of doing any kind of frauds with

3| the Internet and credit carxds at that time:?

4 A. I thought 1t was a bad idea to use the

51 caxrds., but ended up happening that the cards wexre used

6] to order some things off the Internet. |

7 0. We're going te go back over that. Where

8 did vou get the caxd information?

9 AL T don't koow where he got it. It was my
10 | understanding that it was all through wires. it was 1ll
11 | on the Internst.
1z Q. Did voun actually see other people’s credit
13 | ¢azrd information?

14 2 No.

i5 2. Did vou ever actuzlly persconally use cotherx

16 | people’s credit caxd information?

l.? A Ner .

1B Q. But you knew that Scott had wanted to do

12 | that; 1z that correct?

20 &, Yes.

21 o. DPid he provide yvou with any nameg?

22 A. No.

23 a. Ckay. And no numbers?

24 = Ho.

25 Q. How abont credit card companies? éJa?
Cartified Shorthand Reporters
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A, Mo,

O. pid he provide you with any identifying
information for people. Social Security numbers?

A, No personal informztion about any of the

cards or any of the card holdexrs or anything like thab.

[ Zandorellal_

[

Q. Did you ever do anything yocurself To help
out with Scott s misuse of credit card.infarmation?

A. No.

Q. okay. Did you do any searching on the
Internat?

A, About the caxds? HNo.

0. aAny éearching at all?

A. 2bout other things, ves.

Q. Okay. What was those other things?

A T searched. researched about how Lo grow
warijuana plants and whatufesources waere neceded.

Q. and why was that important to this credit
card?

A, He was going to use the c¢redit cards to try
and get these materials.

Q. Ihe marijuana growing materials?

A. rRight.

o. And vou knew that for certain?

. Teall.

. Did you know that he ﬁas going te use thjh?

Certified Shorthand RePa;f.m
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credit cards to frandulently buy marijvana growing

materiais?
A . Yas,

0. What kind of materizls was he going to grow

or buy. I'm sorry?

a. Lights, sump puwmps, bucketg. ventilation

atnff.

Q. Now, you described this plan originally
brought up two menths beforeé today’'s date, 18 that

correct, roughly?
A, Something around thersa.

g. Was this all a plan that came out at one
time or did vou talk about it over this two-month

pericd?

A, ‘It had just been zn 1dea that e=nded up a

dream over time.

Q. When did you do your research as to how to

grow marijuana?

A There was no one day. It was wmultiple

times,

Q. Okay. bid youn do anything 1in particular

last Wednesday about growing wmarijuanat

r The order -- T believe some orders wWare

placed to wvaxrious web sitess using the cards to buy

things. : . ' ‘ ?(‘}

CcCCC
000081
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Q. What makes you beliave that?

4

2 A Scott and I talked about it. He called me
2| to confirm certain items.

4 Q. Okay. Why would he call you to confirm

51 certain items?

6 AL Bacause T had been researching what would

71 be good te get ko use.

8 . and when you say called” yeou, thiz was a

2! telephone conversation?

10 A Right .

11 Q. 2nd what he was asking you was things you

12 | had researched?

13 A. Right.

143 Q. Did Sgott tell wou I'm éoing to use credit
15| card information to buy this?

ig A, T don't know if ke =maid that . but that's

17| what he was doing.

1B Q. Eow did you kpow that?
19 A, Fust by everything that had led up £o that.
240 Q. So at that time of your numerous

21| conversaticns with Scott led you to believe he was using
22 | the credit ¢ards and that you had somehow helped him

23 ; gather information of how to grow and buy at least

2% | products off the Infternet.

25 A. Right.

&9

Certified Shottband Reporters

H Zardonella L1 : 2381 Smuro Drive « Concord, G 345304308
F

] PEPORTING SERVICE. NC. 14 20, Bow S107 « Cun:nzd, Ch B4534 4107

R R

CCC
000082



Case 3:06-cv-05751-WHA  Document 33-6  Filed 05/22/2007 Page 16 of 71

=t

I

10

11

12

13

1i

15

16

17

18

is

20

21

22

23

22

25

Q. Is it your =tatement, your testimony here
that you did not know exactly where these items were
going to be sgent or did vou know where they were going
to be sent?

Y It was my undexrstanding they were going to
pe sent to his house.

o Whose house?

L. Scett 's house.

Q. 2And where is thiat located?

A. Ihat's on Hunsaker Canyon Road. I don’t
know his exact address.

0. Could you degsceribe his hounse Eo us?

2. It is across the streek, it's on the right
side of the street, 1f you'xe going up the reoad. across
the strxeet from the resort type of thing. the chapel or
whatever it is up there.

It's a steep driveway. You can't see the house
from the road. ¥You go up the driveway and then you can
see a two-story house.

Q. Ihe driveway. the road itself on Hunsaker,
iz that paved or --

A Tes.

Q. How abeoubt the driveway leading to 3Scott s
housey

A. It's paved up until the level of the h%?;%;

JZanaorelal _ 2521 Sl D+ ot o ST AR
L5 RO, Box 4107 « Cancord, GA 945244 107
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1| thep it bescomes gravel.
2 Q. Have you actually been inside the house?
3 A, Tas.,
4 0. Does Scott shire a xoowm,. have his own room.
5 Al He has his own room.
6 0. Bow many people live there that you know
7| of?
B A, Bleven.
2 0. Eleven. And of those people. how many of
10 | these are related to Scott’'s?
;1 A One.
12 0 and who's that?
13 A Hig mothex.
14 0 Do vou know her name?
15 A Eather.
is Q. Do vou know hér last name?
17 L. i believe it's Fielding.
18 g, Okay. Do vou know any of the other people,
19| are there any other minors,.under 18 years old living
zo! there?
21 A. ¥Yes. Five others.
22 . Five minors?
23 & Th-nul.
24 G, That s including Scobt?
25 A, Oh. including Scott. it would be six. é;f}

CCC
000084
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a. How zhout other adults?

A, Yes.

. and who Elée lives thexe?

A There's Xim and Fred amnd them two other
zdults who moved in with their two children whose names
T ¢annot recall.

Q. Okay. Kim and Fred. are they related to
Scott in any way?

o Ho.

Q. Yot know those two adults; is that correct?

o, ¥es.

Q. Do you know their last name?

A, Tes. Curiel.

0. Do you know how to spell it?

A. I believe it's C-U-R-I-E-L, but I‘m not
suzre.

Q. How many times would you say you've been tq
the house on Hunsaker?

A. Many . wany times. I can't give z number,
but a lot of times.

Q. Has Scott lived there ag long as you've
known him?

a. As long as I've kpown him. I only stazbed
going to his house since abouit eighth grade.

Q. When's the last time you were at the hzfszf

r‘J Zanﬁgicjﬂa 2321 Strwell ﬁ%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁlﬁ
17 RO- Box 4107 = Concord, C4 245244107
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a. Probably three weeks ageo.

Q. Going back to this marijuana growing
bperation, were you going to be invelved in growing
marijueana with Scokt?

L. Tes.

0. Where was that going to occury

AL In his room.

Q. In the home?

D Right.

Q. Okay. And had you done anything else other
than what you've described here trying to buy items on
the Intermet to go towards growing marijuana?

I, No.

Q. Did you buy any irrigation egqguipment?

A. Oh. that was part of the lights. the pumps
and some tublng. but that was it.

Q. Did you have any -- did you buy fertilizex,
had you gone that far yet, got pots or anything of that
astuff for growing marijuana vet?

L. = We had cleaned out some buckets. but Lhen
decided to order different bhuckets.

0. Okay. Had yvou cobtained or saved any
marijuana seeds to start growing the marijuana?

A I believs we bad ordered soms seeds and
gotten some seeds. ) é?r

_JI Zﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ_ﬂw | 2321 Swrvell m%iﬂiaizﬁg;
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k] Q. Okav. So you had actually started
2| collecting for this; 1s that correct?
3 A. Right.
4 Q0. ¥ow, at some peoint your attention became
5{ that Scott was involved im actually using the c&edit
£ | card; is that correct?
7 A Right. &t first it was Jjust a pilan Lo see
31 if we could try and grow and then it evolved into using
9! the cards to get the materxrials.
10 Q. Do vou know whether Scott ever actually
11} used the card to order materials?
12 2, He did.
13 o. How do you know that?
14 4. Just by him telling me, I was Rnever
15 | present when he actually was deing any research on the
16 [ eards or actually doihg ordersz, but just in talking to
17! him.
1B o. Okay. bid you see any orders arrive or any
18 | evidence that orders had arrived at 1050 -- or at
20 | Scott's house?
21 A. . HNo.
22 0. Did vou evexr receive anything at your
23 | hous=s?
24 A No .
25 . Now, at soms point Scott started -- you
| & 9%
Certified Shorthand Reporters

Zandonrella 2291 Stamwell Errive = Goneord, CA. S4520-2808
7 15 B, Box 4107 » Coneord, A 9442441077

Emm'ﬁ-ﬁ SEMCE m[‘— prefaHEYy SR OS0OST - Teen A2 s nts



Case 3:06-cv-05751-WHA  Document 33-6  Filed 05/22/2007 Page 21 of 71

CCcC
000088

11 came to be concerned about Scott’s behavior; is that
;j 2| correct?
3 L. Just wvery recently aftex the murder case.
4 3. Iell me what you know about the murdar
5| case.
gl A. T knew that -- well, on Saturday night I
7| learn=sd that something was happening. it was rumored
g | that someone was murdersd. It wasn't -- and that it
9] was -- and the residence it was at. but I didmn’'t know
10 | anything about who ox when or anything Iike that.
11 0. The rezidence it was at, do you kmow where
12z | that was in relation to Scott’s house?
i3 A I learned that it was above his house.
14 | I've never actually been there.
15 . &t the time that vou learned -- you heard
16 | about the murder. did you have zn idea where it was
17| located?
18 AL Ho .
19 JUDGE EROLIN: When you say last Saturday. you
20! mean just this last Saturday?
21 THE WIINESH: The weekend that just passed.
22 ME. (CLAREK:
23 Q. Thank you. So that was just a couple of
; 24 ] days ago.
S
- 25 A. A couple days 290. £ ?-7
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Q. 2nd then Scott's béhavio: skartad to
concern you. Why was that?

. I wouldn't say his behavior started to
concern me until -- well, he had called me and secemed a

little agitated or excited. I imagined that it was just

about all the attention going on near his -- in his
neighborhood.

Q. When did he call you?

A, He called me on Monday. Monday, I was in
schocl. He laft a message on my cell phone. I called

him back after school on Monday. He had wanted to get
togethexr and talk to me im perscn. but I couldn’t.
JUDGE EQLIN: This is last Monday.

IHE WIINESS: Three days ago Monday.

MR. CLARK:

Q. You had talked on the phone, he zeomed
sgitated, but you weren't able to meet up with him; is
that correcht?

A Right.

Q. On that Monday. had you heard amy more
about this murder?.

o T don't remembexr whem I actually learned
fackts., I think it was -- it was either from my parents

or just from people at school whe had been watching the

news, but T 4id know by then. I believe, that it was ?9

i
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woman who had gottem killed thera.

o, Okay. On Hunsaker Canvon?

A. Right.

o. What happensed after that? Were you akle to
gat ahold cof Scott after that? |

3. Well, I called him, called him back thakt
Monday. 2And then the only other time I had contackt with
him was Tuesday.

Q. What happened on Tuesday?

A, He came to scheol at lunch and teld me that
there was -- that there was some kind of fraud charge,
that the cards had been found out and that he was going
to admit to using the cards to try and get the growing
egquipment .

Q. Who was he geling to admit that to?

A Frad.

Q. What was he concerned about?

AL He wazs concerned about somehow adﬁitting to
that would keep him separated f£rom the murder case.

Q. find did he tell you how that conmection
occurred. I mean how there was a connection between him
unsing the ¢ard and the nurder casa?

AL Hell, I had learned -- I learned later on
that day that some of the materials had been delivered
to -- or 1t was that ~-- £irst I heard th%t'the materials

£7 ¢
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were going to be delivered to the woman's house. then I

haeard that they waren'ft achkually deliverxed theare or X
don't even know if thev were sctuzlly delivered, but he

had come into contact with the woman earlisr in the

wealk.

Q. A little disijointed. so I‘m going tEo go
through this. This is all on Tuesday you learned this
that he had come in contact with the woman?

A. Right. op ITuegday he teld me that he was

toucrhed by the woman.

Q. Did he tell you how that happenad?

A. He Waé on a walk.

Q. Did he say where he wag on a walk?

2 No.

2. Did he say -- give you any description of

where he wa=s on a walk?

A. Not on that day, but on Saturday he héd
told me that he went on a walk. I asked him, "Why would
You g¢ on a walk?" And he said, "Just I like to walk
arcund in the mist," and things 1ike that.

Q. I like to walk around in the --

o When it's misty up there which made me
think that it was nighttime or dawn because that's

uswally when the mist is arocund that are=z.

Q. He didn "t say it was nighttime or dawn?

Fd
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B No. he never spacifised what time 1% was.

0. This was on a Saturday it ocaurrad, thig
past Saturday?

a. Right.

0. Shout what time did this conversation
occuzx?

A. Arcund §:30.

Q. In the morning oxr at nighﬁ?

A. At night.

Q. Ckay. At that time on that ZSaturday that
you had this conversation about walking around in the
mist, did vou notice any injuries on him?

A, He had some scratches on his nose. but that
was 1E.

.  Can yvou describe those =cratches?

n, Fairly dark. neot just like a light scratch.
I asked him where he got it frem., He said he had run
into a bush or a tree or something on his wallk.

. Arnd that was all on Szturday the
conversation.

‘AL Right .

Q. Okay. Was there any conversation on that
Saturday night about being connected to the murder or
somehow connected to whatb went on there at the top?

R, The only thing connected to that is

' 79
;JJ Zal!ﬁﬂllﬁﬂ;- - 2321 Starmweld mivc: Tﬁciifi?ﬁi?zﬂlﬁ?
24 0. Box 4107 = Concord, G4 $4524-4107

! REPOMG SEME‘E‘DIC EI PAEEL 82 ESROE - Pl FAOIeL mae e

cCcC
000092



p—

Case 3:06-cv-05751-WHA  Document 33-6  Filed 05/22/2007 Page 26 of 71

cCC
000093

1} connected to the murder is that he said he saw somecns
2! whan he was on ais walk. Didn't specify dgender or who
2| it was, Just that he saw someocne.
4 T thought -- we were thinking that, wow, whait 1f
51 it was someone who had just kKilled this woman or at that
6| time I didn't know who it was. but what if it was
7| someone who had been involved and was just walking
8| around?
9 Q. You thought that to yourself?
1.0 A. Right.
11 Q. Did you say anything to Scott to make you
12 | believe that you thought thzat?
13 n. I presented that idea and we pondered it
14 | for a half a second. but it had no weight.
15 Q. He didn 't comment on yaur.iﬁea-
15 A e
17 . At all.
1& A No.
12 0. Okay. 2And then you left it ak that; i=
20 | that corxrect?
21 L. Right.
22 . Ckay. #¥onday you had the phomne
221 conversation or at least the voice mail bkack and forth.
24 { Tuesday he actually spoke to vou; is that correct?
25 A. Right. ' 707
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